
In defense of justice and blackness 
“My humanity is bound up in yours for we can only be human together.” 

-- Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
  
And so, it is that the humanity of African Americans is intertwined with that of Black Africans in 
the United States. Racial injustice and anti-blackness remain our daily, unearned burden. 
  
Today in the aftermath of the murders of George Floyd, 46; Tony McDade, 38; Breonna Taylor, 
26; and Ahmaud Arbery, 25; at the hands of violent police officers and white vigilantes, Black 
African communities of Northern California share in the grief, pain, outrage, and fatigue of not 
again. 
  
Remembering Atatiana Jefferson, 28; Stephon Clark, 23; Mikel McIntyre, 32; Alfred Olango, 38; 
Yonas Alehegne, 30; Sandra Bland, 28; Eric Garner, 43; Tamir Rice, 12; Trayvon Martin, 17; 
Oscar Grant, 22; Amadou Diallo, 23; and many whose names may forever be unknown. 
  
These lives brutally cut short in these last few months, weeks, days of 2020 join so many others 
each year. Even in the midst of another pandemic, COVID-19, that of racial injustice is very 
personal and poses an existential threat to Black Africans in America. 
  
Each of these human beings was someone’s child, sibling, parent, spouse, partner, friend, our kin. 
And history shows that after the outrage, protests, and vows for change die down, it’s more of the 
same. 
  
But today more of the same is no longer an option, as we stare at the abyss that also stares at us, 
and sight is very ugly and the center can no longer hold. The time has come for the United States 
to reckon with its history of violence as a white settler colony that first destroyed Indigenous 
nations, then built its might on the blood, sweat, and tears of people of African descent; 
  
  
1.      We hold onto the vision and hope of civil rights leaders in the 60s who supported the 
continental struggle for independence and made possible our arrival as Black African immigrants 
in the United States; 
2.      We move shoulder to shoulder with today’s Black freedom fighters like Movement for Black 
Lives, protestors on the streets and online, and those working to change harmful policies that deny 
our humanity and dignity; 
3.      We demand justice for the killing of George Floyd. We call for fair policing under the equal 
protection of the laws. We are united in protecting the souls of black folks and advocate for social 
justice; 
4.      We embrace and reciprocate all who stand with us for peace and justice, irrespective of race, 
creed, or color. We honor our common humanity for peace and justice for all; 
5.      We join in prayer and support advocacy, and all efforts that invest in our communities and 
uphold the dignity and humanity of black lives in America. 
  
A Luta Continua! 
  
  



Signatories 
  
On behalf of African & Caribbean Faith & Community Leaders of Northern California 
  
Africa House Sacramento 
African Advocacy Network 
Afro Urban Society 
California African Unity 
Center for African Peace & Conflict Resolution, CSU-Sacramento. 
Igbo Catholic Community of Sacramento 
Ugandan Community-Sacramento 
Priority Africa Network 
Partnerships for Trauma Recovery 
ThriveAfrica.us 
Umoja Festival 
African Interfaith Group 
 
 
 


